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Military Cooperation Between China and Russia

Russia exports weapons to about 80 countries. Although China and India remain
key buyers of Russian—-made weaponry, Moscow has been actively expanding its
presence on arms markets in Latin America, Southeast Asia, the Middle East and

Africa.

1. Russia exports weapons

- The most popular types of weaponry bought from Russia are Sukhoi and MiG
fighters, helicopters, battle tanks, armored personnel carriers and infantry fighting

vehicles.

- Russia also maintains traditionally strong positions in sales of small arms, and

anti—-tank and air—-defense missile systems.

2. Russia's sales of arms to China

- Russia's sales of arms and equipment to China made up 40 percent of its total
military exports, earning as much as $2.5 billion a year. China now has more than
280 Russian Sukhoi Su-27 and Su-30 Flanker fighters, 12 missile—armed

submarines and four destroyers equipped with supersonic anti—ship missiles.

3. Russian—-Chinese military—technical cooperation



- Russian-Chinese military—technical cooperation totals $16 billion since 2001, but

the Chinese share of Russian arms exports is decreasing.

- "In the past 15 years, China has been one of our major customers, buying up to
$2.7 billion-worth of Russian-made weaponry. The value of Russian-Chinese
military—technical cooperation since 2001 totals $16 billion," Rosoboronexport's

general director Anatoly Isaikin said.

- According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, China received
94 percent of its major conventional weapons from Russia in the five years to
2007. They included combat aircraft, helicopters, warships, submarines, air defense

systems and missiles.

— Russia has sold China Su-27 and Su-30 fighters, Kilo class diesel submarines,

and air—-defense systems, among other types of weapons and equipment.

- However, the official said the Chinese share of Russian arms exports decreased
to 18% last year, and could drop to 10-15% in the future for a number of reasons,

including Russia's expansion into other arms markets.

- He said Russia was unfazed by the prospect, because the sales volumes remained

relatively high.

- "After all, sales volumes [to Chinal] are still high, averaging $1 billion a year,"
Isaikin said, adding that Russia's first arms deal of this year was signed with China

for the delivery of more than 100 jet engines for the Chinese J-10 fighter.
- Military analysts believe, however, that Russian—-Chinese military cooperation has
been overshadowed by Russia's concerns that China may use Russian technology to

produce their own copycat versions of military equipment.

- For instance, Russia has refused to sell its Su-33 carrier-based(3A]) fighters to

China over fears that Beijing could produce cheaper export versions of the aircraft.
- Russian Defense Ministry sources earlier confirmed that the refusal was due to
findings that China had produced its own copycat version of the Su-27SK fighter
jet in violation of intellectual property agreements.

- Solovtsov said both countries were making efforts to resolve existing problems.

- "We signed an agreement in December last year on the protection of intellectual



property in the sphere of military—-technical cooperation," the general said, adding
that mechanisms to implement the provisions of the document would be developed

in the near future.

- He also said that China would continue to buy military transport aircraft and
aircraft engines from Russia, and was also interested in air-defense systems and

naval equipment.(The Moscow Times, 13 April 2009)

4. Problems over military sales

- China 1is intent on developing its domestic arms industry to become as
self-sufficient as possible. It turned to Russia because of U.S. and European
restrictions of exports of arms and related technologies. Russian and Western
analysts say that China has stopped licensed production of Sukhoi fighters because

it has been able to copy them and make local versions.

- This has reinforced Russian reluctance to provide more advanced military
equipment that China wants, including T-90 tanks, artillery and multi-role
helicopters. Moscow's lack of trust in future Chinese intentions is in marked

contrast with the depth of Russian military ties with India.



