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Russia and Nuclear Issue of North Korea

1. Basic Approach of Russian policy makers
Denuclearization of the Korean peninsula is vital. Six—-Party talks are the most
efficient way to accomplish that goal. Russia has no intention of recognizing North

Korea as a nuclear state.

A ‘diplomatic solution’ should be sought, although there are few optimists who

believe that would happen any time soon.

Under on circumstances should military action to rein in the nuclear program or

attempts to change the regime(effectively eliminating the North Korean state from

the political map) not be permissible.

Sanctions do not help either. Only a compromise can lead to a breakthrough.

Under that logic, maintaining amicable relations between Moscow and Pyongyang is

imperative both for Russia’s ability

- to prevent dangerous developments and

- to influence Pyongyang to be more receptive to compromise.

Such an approach suits well the core Russian strategy based on its national

interests and also is in tune with the policies of its "sterategic partner" — China.

It is also useful to contain potentially hostile Western ambitions in a vital area

where Russian positions have never been strong enough.

Deep in the heart of many Russian policy makers in the belief that the idea of a

nuclear North Korea is less appalling than that of a destroyed North Korea.



Regardless of Russia's actions, Pyongyang will not change its behavior unless US
policies change. Since this is actually beyond Russia's control, Moscow feels no

need to rush.

The status quo can only be considered an indirect challenge to its global priorities,

suits Russian interests.

The denuclearization of North Korea without a solid system of collective security in

the region could actually increase the military risks in Russia’s neighborhood.

The conclusion that the country has really “denuclearized” cannot be reached under

the current political regime.

What could really affect Russia's interests is a further expansion of North Korean
nuclear programs and improvement of their nuclear weapons and delivery
systems(missile programs). That could have consequences eventually endangering

Russia’s national security.

To achieve these goals, the multiparty negotiation process is essential, even though

it would hardly bring immediate results.

2. Pyongyang's aims

Pyongyang’'s aims are to remove military-political threats to the regime, achieve

security arrangements, prevent foreign interference, and obtain economic assistance.

The mechanism to discuss these concerns exists. It is again the Six-party talks.
But the talks should not concentrate exclusively on the nuclear issue. They should

deal with comprehensive security problems.



