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Yeltsin's years in the 1990s: Russia and the Korean Peninsula

1. The break-up of the USSR

The collapse of the USSR was accompanied by a worsening of relation between

Moscow and Pyongyang.

As a result of the break-up of the USSR, economic and military ties of Russia with

North Korea fell to nothing.

The disappointment of Yeltsin's Kremlin was the fact that Pyongyang maintained

active ties with the communist opposition to the Yeltsin regime.

2. Russia-South Korean Ties

Disappointment was mounting over the fact that the economic partnership that had

formed earlier was not bringing the expected results.

Moscow blamed Seoul for inactive investing in the Russian economy.

Seoul cited the bad conditions for foreign business in Russia.

3. A new turning point in the mid-1990s

A new turning point in strategic perceptions in Moscow of North and South Korea

occurred in the mid-1990s following changes inside Russia:

1) the Chechen War, the rise of nationalism.



2) plans for the expansion of NATO and the EU to the East, creation of a national

missile defense system.

3) on the Korean peninsula, the agreement between the United States and North

Korea on nuclear energy in 1994, the idea of four—-party talks on Korea.

4. Yeltsin's second presidency

Russian foreign policy became more articulate in pursuit of national interests.

Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov's formulation of multipolarity may best

represent Russian strategic thinking of this period, incorporated Russian national

interests in dealing with both the West and the East.

5. Parallel Policy

"parallel" development of relations with North and South Korea emerged in

diplomatic circles.

Its goal consisted of somehow putting a stop to the decline in relations with the

North of the first half of the 1990s.

Russian political and expert elites started from a pragmatic perception of the North

and the South.

6. Relations with North Korea

Russia's humiliation reached its peak when the four—party talks were proposed by

the United States and South Korea in the spring of 1996 to discuss peace on the

Korean peninsula to the exclusion of Russia.

7. Relations with South Korea



Russia's main interest in South Korea was associated with the potential for huge

investment and financial assistance to be directed to Russia's reform.

Political steps to boost the relationship with South Korea and selling weapons

became the two directions taken by Moscow.

8. Change in Russian Foreign Policy

Most members of the foreign policy elite decided that Russia must move closer to

more traditional realist policies.

Korea was recognized as a sensitive place for Russian national security.

Therefore, by 1996 the Korean peninsula had become a symbol of the urgency of

change in Russian foreign policy in order to restore Russian influence in Northeast

Asia.



