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MANKIND being originally equals in the order of creation, the equality could only
be destroyed by some subsequent circumstance: the distinctions of rich and poor
may in a great measure be accounted for, and that without having recourse to the
harsh ill-sounding names of oppression and avarice. Oppression is often the
CONSEQUENCE, but seldom or never the MEANS of riches; and tho' avarice will
preserve a man from being necessitously poor, it generally makes him too timorous

to be wealthy. — "Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession" in Common Sense

I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under her former
connection with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future
happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious
than this kind of argument. We may as well assert that because a child has thrived
upon milk, that it is never to have meat, or that the first twenty years of our lives
1s to become a precedent for the next twenty. But even this is admitting more than
is true; for I answer roundly that America would have flourished as much, and
probably much more, had no European power taken any notice of her. The
commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the necessaries of life, and will
always have a market while eating is the custom of Europe.

- Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs in Common Sense
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i Jean De Crevecoeur?

We have twice a year the pleasure of catching pigeons, whose numbers are
sometimes so astonishing as to obscure the sun in their flight. Where is it that they
hatch? for such multitudes must require an immense quantity of food. I fancy they
breed toward the plains of Ohio, and those about lake Michigan, which abound in
wild oats; though I have never killed any that had that grain in their craws. In one

of them, last year, I found some undigested rice. Now the nearest rice fields from

2) http://fr.academic.ru/dic.nsf/frwiki/837351



where [ live must be at least 560 miles; and either their digestion must be
suspended while they are flying, or else they must fly with the celerity of the
wind. We catch them with a net extended on the ground, to which they are allured
by what we call TAME WILD PIGEONS, made blind, and fastened to a long string;
his short flights, and his repeated calls, never fail to bring them down. The
greatest number [ ever catched was fourteen dozen, though much larger quantities
have often been trapped. I have frequently seen them at the market so cheap, that
for a penny you might have as many as you could carry away; and yet from the
extreme cheapness you must not conclude, that they are but an ordinary food; on
the contrary, I think they are excellent. Every farmer has a tame wild pigeon in a
cage at his door all the year round, in order to be ready whenever the season
comes for catching them. - Letters From an American Farmer. Letter II — On The

Situation, Feelings, and Pleasures, of an American Farmer

Europe contains hardly any other distinctions but lords and tenants; this fair
country alone is settled by freeholders, the possessors of the soil they cultivate,
members of the government they obey, and the framers of their own laws, by
means of their representatives. This is a thought which you have taught me to
cherish; our difference from Europe, far from diminishing, rather adds to our
usefulness and consequence as men and subjects. Had our forefathers remained
there, they would only have crowded it, and perhaps prolonged those convulsions
which had shook it so long. Every industrious European who transports himself
here, may be compared to a sprout growing at the foot of a great tree; it enjoys
and draws but a little portion of sap; wrench it from the parent roots, transplant it,
and it will become a tree bearing fruit also. Colonists are therefore entitled to the
consideration due to the most useful subjects; a hundred families barely existing in
some parts of Scotland, will here in six years, cause an annual exportation of
10,000 bushels of wheat: 100 bushels being but a common quantity for an
industrious family to sell, if they cultivate good land. It is here then that the idle
may be employed, the useless become useful, and the poor become rich; but by
riches I do not mean gold and silver, we have but little of those metals; I mean a
better sort of wealth, cleared lands, cattle, good houses, good clothes, and an
increase of people to enjoy them. — Letters From an American Farmer. Letter III -
What Is An American
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Benjamin Franklin3®

In the various enumerations of the moral virtues I had met with in my reading, I
found the catalogue more or less numerous, as different writers included more or
fewer ideas under the same name. Temperance, for example, was by some confined
to eating and drinking, while by others it was extended to mean the moderating

every other pleasure, appetite, inclination, or passion, bodily or mental, even to our

3) Duplessis, Joseph-Siffrede®] #%. 1907. Prints and Photographs Division of the Library of Congress.
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/franklinb/aa_franklinb_subj_e.html



avarice and ambition. [ propos'd to myself, for the sake of clearness, to use rather
more names, with fewer ideas annex'd to each, than a few names with more ideas;
and I included under thirteen names of virtues all that at that time occurr'd to me
as necessary or desirable, and annexed to each a short precept, which fully
express'd the extent I gave to its meaning.

These names of virtues, with their precepts, were
1. TEMPERANCE. Eat not to dullness; drink not to elevation.
2. SILENCE. Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself; avoid trifling
conversation.
3. ORDER. Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business
have its time.
4. RESOLUTION. Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you
resolve.
5. FRUGALITY. Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; i.e., waste
nothing.
6. INDUSTRY. Lose no time; be always employ'd in something useful; cut off all
unnecessary actions.
7. SINCERITY. Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly, and, if you speak,
speak accordingly.
8. JUSTICE. Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your
duty.
9. MODERATION. Avoid extreams; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think
they deserve.
10. CLEANLINESS. Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, cloaths, or habitation.
11. TRANQUILLITY. Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents common or
unavoidable.
12. CHASTITY. Rarely use venery but for health or offspring, never to dulness,
weakness, or the injury of your own or another's peace or reputation.
13. HUMILITY. Imitate Jesus and Socrates. - "AAZ, ZF -



